
Just For You...

Food, Wine and Shopping — What could be more fun?

By special request, Roz and M.A. are teaming 
up to take you on a special tour of Tuscany 
featuring culture, cooking, wine, and, of 
course, shopping! This all-inclusive tour 
includes accommodations in a 4-star hotel 
in central Florence, wine tours of Chianti and 

Montalcino, shopping at the Prada outlet, a 
day in a cooking school and visits to some of 
the most beautiful renaissance art. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to follow Roz to her favorite 
shops in Florence and enjoy the comradery 
of great friends.

and Prada

Brunello, 
Pasta



Explore the beautiful 
Tuscan countryside 
while visiting the 
famous villages of Siena  
and San Gimignano.

Explore

Taste Brunello and 
Chianti Classico Riserva 
with an accomplished 
oenologist on visits to 
small boutique wineries 
in the Tuscan wine 
country.

Taste

Experience some 
of the most famous 
Renaissance art in the 
world, including the 
incomparable  
David by Michelangelo.

Experience

Contact us to Book Today!  
Call 9am-6pm (CDT)  

or visit www.bpptours.com
BPP Tours, LLC  •  832.846.2090

mashute@bpptours.com 
4038 Arnold Street, Houston, TX 77005 

Prepare a five-course 
meal at a hands-on 
cooking school as 
you learn the Tuscan 
techniques in a 13th 
century villa near 
Florence.

Prepare

Shop in Montevarchi 
and spend the day 
bargain hunting at one 
of Italy’s premier outlet 
stores. Follow Roz to 
Angela Caputi, exquisite 
leather shops and other 
hidden treasures.

Shop

SPECIAL TOUR DATES
OCT  
15-24



The all-inclusive 
price of $4,995 
per person  
includes:

Safety and Fun are 
our priority. Trips are 
limited to 8 people.

• Round-trip airfare 
to Florence from 
anywhere in the 
U.S.

• Accommodations 
in a four-star hotel 
in central Florence

• Evening cocktail 
reception 
followed by  
dinner with 
unlimited red  
and white wine

• Breakfast

• All tours and fees

• Expert tour guides

• Transportation in 
a luxury motor 
coach

• Transfers between 
the hotel and the 
airport

• All tips and  
gratuities

• Fuel surcharges

If you prefer a 
single room, add 
$1,000. If you prefer 
to book land only, 
deduct $1,000.

10 - DAY TRIP ITINERARY

OCTOBER 15 – Depart from U.S.

OCTOBER 16 – Arrive in Florence. You will be met 
outside baggage claim and travel by taxi to the 
hotel. Begin the evening with cocktails on the 
rooftop followed by dinner at the hotel.

OCTOBER 17 – After breakfast, join Monica for a 
tour of Florence from a historical perspective.  Gain 
a greater understanding of the Medici’s, once one 
of Italy’s most powerful and influential families 
whose members included popes, queens and a 
long line of dukes.  You will learn how they used 
their wealth to help foster the Italian Renaissance 
and establish a political dynasty that ruled Florence 
for 300 years.  You will also learn more about how 
they encouraged the careers of such luminaries 
as Michelangelo and Galileo.  Following the tour 
Roz will introduce you to the Santa Maria Novella 
Pharmacy.  Established in 1221 by Dominican Monks, 
it is the oldest still-operating pharmacy in Italy, if not 
the world.  We will return to the Santa Croce area 
where you can relax until dinner.

OCTOBER 18 – Today we improve our under-
standing of Italian wines as we travel to the beautiful 
Chianti region with Lawrence, our wine consultant 
extraordinaire. Visit two charming wineries. Wine 
can be shipped. Lunch is at a restaurant with a view 
as close to heaven on earth as you might ever find. 
Visit Greve before returning to Florence for dinner.

OCTOBER 19 – Today we have two optional 
itineraries:

Option 1 – Head to Montevarchi with Roz to scoop 
up the deals at Space Prada.  Enjoy discounts of 35-
75% on purses, shoes, sunglasses and accessories.  
Take a copy of your passport to recapture your 
V.A.T. when you leave the country.  We will return 
to Florence for lunch and then continue to explore 
shopping on the Oltrarno and enjoy a private olive 
oil tasting. Dinner in Florence.

Option 2 – Journey to one of Tuscany’s jewels, the 
town of Lucca. Most of the attractions in Lucca today 
show its ancient history: from the trace of the Roman 
amphitheater that can be seen in the shape of the 
Piazza dell’Anfiteatro to the archeological remains 
under the 12th century church of Saints Giovanni and 
Reparata (the first city cathedral, located just around 
the corner from the present-day cathedral of San 
Martino), to the various towers and villas from the 
12th to 16th centuries.

Extraordinarily, as the city grew and modernized, the 
walls that surrounded the old town were maintained 
which was not the case for many other cities in 
Tuscany.  The historic walls are now a pedestrian 
promenade where you can walk or bike. Other sites 
include the Piazza of San Michele with its beautiful 
Church of San Michele in Foro, the Basilica of San 
Frediano as well as the Clock Tower and Guinigi 
Tower.  We will return to Florence for dinner.

OCTOBER 20 – Today is all about Brunello, as we 
journey to the charming village of Montalcino. At 
two of the area’s finest small vineyards you will taste 
what is arguably the best wine in Italy: Brunello. 
Lunch will be at another delightful restaurant by one 
of the most gracious proprietresses in Tuscany. Free 
evening in Florence.

OCTOBER 21 – Today we start at the market to select 
items for our cooking class. We will then travel to 
a 13th century Tuscan villa for a hands-on cooking 
class where you will prepare a five course meal. 
Enjoy wine produced on the estate while learning  
the fine art of Tuscan cooking. Evening in Florence.

OCTOBER 22 – Don’t forget your camera as we 
spend the day in the beautiful Tuscan countryside as 
we visit San Gimignano and Siena. In San Gimignano 
visit the Palazzo del Popolo Civic Museum which 
includes the famous Sala di Dante with frescoes 
by Benozzo Gozzoli. Travel on to Siena to visit the 
Piazza del Campo, Palazzo Comunale and Torre del 
Mangla. Dinner in Siena.

OCTOBER 23 – Today, you are in for special treat 
as we spend a few hours exploring the hills around 
Florence by ebike.  These bikes are designed for 
ease of climbing hills and enjoying the views. We 
will see Fiesole as well as Piazza di Michaelangelo.  
We can stop for coffee and relax while snapping 
photos.  Following the tour, we will return to 
Florence to wrap up our shopping.  We will visit 
Angela Capputti’s shop which is a great place to 
pick up fabulous jewelry for those special friends.  
We will move on to a wonderful little jewelry  
shop where you can buy jewelry made on the 
premises.  You will also have time to shop at the 
famous Piggy Market.

OCTOBER 24 – Arrivederci!

OCT  
15-24



Providing the Best Experience Tuscany Has to Offer
The team at BPP Tours is dedicated to providing upscale travel to the discerning traveler.  

Our experienced tour guides are well-educated with years of experience in their respective fields.

M.A. Shute, Global Director of Fun 

M.A. has traveled extensively, both personally and professionally. She understands and appreciates quality 

service, food, wine, and hospitality. Moreover, she is committed to ensuring all of our passengers experience 

the beauty of Tuscany, while having fun. Her team of experts provides insights into the food, wine and culture 

of the region. She oversees the planning and execution of every detail of the tour and ensures a superior level 

of customer service.

Roz Pactor, Special Shopping Consultant

Roz’s signature is her red glasses. Her 30+ years in the world of fashion make her blog, “My Red Glasses”, a 
daily must-read for the person who wants to keep abreast of the latest fashion trends and where to find them.  
Whether it’s fashion week in New York or charitable events or mentoring up-and-coming fashion and design 
students, Roz is always front and center. She is joining this special tour of Tuscany as our fashion consultant. 
She will lead us through Prada and connect us with Italian artisans she has worked during her career.  Her 
knowledge and charm promise to make this an extra-special trip.

Monica Ruiz Ericsson, Tour Guide

Monica was born in Sweden where she graduated from the University of Stockholm with a degree in history. She 

adopted Italy as her home over 21 years ago and has been sharing her love and passion for Tuscany with visitors 

for over 10 years. As you travel through the streets of Florence, Monica will make the history of this vibrant city 

come to life. Even if you have traveled to Tuscany before, you will experience it in a new way.

Lawrence d’Almeida, Wine Consultant
Lawrence grew up in Paris, was educated at John Cabot International College in Rome, Yale (B.A. in His-

tory), and Harvard (M.A., History). He worked in the wine distribution and retail sectors in the US, before 

returning to Italy to learn wine-making at Kendell-Jackson’s Chianti Classico estate, Tenuta di Arceno. 

Lawrence was winemaker and director of the Chianti Classico winery Villa Casale and then served as 

Consultant to the start-up winery, Mozaik in Urla, Turkey. In addition to serving as a cultural and historical 

guide throughout Italy, he is the Wine Consultant for Silversea Cruises. Lawrence is fluent in English, French, 

Italian, Spanish, and German.

Chef Luciano, Good Tastes of Tuscany
Chef Luciano is a gifted teacher as well as a talented chef. His “tips” and “tricks” enable his students to 

personalize a recipe to create their own style. With a twinkle in his eye, he shares his secrets in a “to-die-for” 

kitchen at Villa Pandolfini, which was built in the 13th century. In a hands-on cooking class, guests will prepare a 

five-course lunch which will be enjoyed with Chianti wine produced on the estate. The menu varies depending 

on the season, but will include a fresh pasta course and focaccia. Students leave with a greater knowledge of 

Italian food and understanding of the Tuscan way of life.

Payment may be made by check or credit/debit card. A non-refundable $500 deposit per person is due 
immediately upon booking. Payment of $1,500 must be made no later than 30 days after registration with balance 
due not later than 120 days before the departure date. Visa/MasterCard and Discover and AMEX are accepted.

PAYMENT
METHOD


